We document the first confirmed Colombian records of Myotis keaysi pilosatibialis LaVal, 1973 from various localities on the Colombian Caribbean and the Eastern Cordillera of the Colombian Andes. These records confirm geographic overlap between M. k. pilosatibialis and the nominate subspecies M. k. keaysi J. A. Allen, 1914, in northeastern Colombia, questioning the subspecific status of M. k. pilosatibialis. Models of potential distribution, produced for the two taxa by the application of the Maxent algorithm, show a potential geographic overlap in the northeastern portion of the Andes of Colombia and Venezuela. In order to clarify the taxonomic status of putative M. keaysi variants, we analyzed the variation of Colombian representatives of M. keaysi through a Principal Components Analysis (PCA), and a Discriminant Function Analysis (DFA) performed on 18 cranio-dental measurements, as well as the analysis of discrete characters. The morphological independence between M. k. keaysi and M. k. pilosatibialis was supported statistically in our PCA and DFA, as well as by the presence of unique discrete characters, lending support to the recognition of M. k. pilosatibialis as full species. Herein, we include new discrete characters setting apart M. pilosatibialis from the morphologically similar species M. keaysi.
Introduction
The insectivorous bat Myotis keaysi J.A. Allen, 1914 is one species of Myotis adapted to highland ecosystems (LaVal 1973) . There are two currently recognized subspecies within M. keaysi (Simmons 2005 , Hernández-Meza et al. 2005 , and Wilson 2008 : M. k. keaysi J. A. Allen, 1914 occurring across the Andes between 1100 and 2400 masl (LaVal 1973) , from Argentina to Venezuela (Handley 1976 , Hernández-Meza et al. 2005 , Wilson 2008 and M. k. pilosatibialis LaVal, 1973 , also present in highland ecosystems between 750 and 2000 masl from south Tamaulipas in Mexico across Central America, with discontinuous records in South America from Venezuela and Trinidad (LaVal 1973) . Based on geographic ranges proposed in LaVal (1973) , there is a potential overlap between these two subspecies in Colombia and Venezuela. Unfortunately, in his revision of the genus, LaVal (1973) had a limited hypodigm from Colombia, represented only by two specimens he identified as M. k. keaysi from the departments of Cundinamarca and Santander on the Eastern Cordillera. The low number of specimens from Colombia prevented LaVal (1973) from determining the actual geographic limits of the two subspecies across the complex mountainous system.
The putative geographic variants of M. keaysi are relatively easy to tell apart. Myotis k. pilosatibialis has hairs on the uropatagium and hindfoot, while hairs in M. k. keaysi are only present on the upper portion of the uropatagium; M. k. pilosatibialis has a paler coat color (buffy-brown) and shorter hair than the auburn-brown to dark-brown coat color and longer hair of M. k. keaysi (color nomenclature according to Ridgway [1912] ). Internally, M. k. pilosatibialis has smaller skulls in comparison with M. k. keaysi (LaVal 1973) . Differences between the two subspecies in LaVal (1973) and morphological discrete characters telling apart these two taxa are summarized in Table 1. 
